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wrote to Fields in July 1863. The sequel was that the
dedication was printed as written and that Hawthorne
not only sacrificed "a thousand or two of dollars" in
royalties but also lost the friendship of his literary neigh-
bors in Concord. There were few visitors to his house,
the Wayside, during the last year of his life, Emerson
tore out the dedication from Our Old Home before he
would admit the book to his library.

Concord, July lSth/63
DEAR FIELDS,

I thank you for your note of the 15th instant, and
have delayed my reply thus long in order to ponder
deeply on your advice, smoke cigars over it, and see
what it might be possible for me to do towards taking
it. I find that it would be a piece of poltroonery in me
to withdraw either the dedication or the dedicatory
letter. My long and intimate personal relations with
Pierce render the  dedication  altogether  proper,  es-
pecially as regards this book, which would have had no
existence without his kindness; and if he is so exceed-,
ingly unpopular that his name is enough to sink the
volume, there is so much the more need that an old
friend should stand by him. I cannot, merely on account
of pecuniary profit or literary reputation, go back from
what I have deliberately felt and thought it right to
do; and if I were to tear out the dedication, I should
never look at the volume again without remorse and
shame. As for the literary public, it must accept my book
precisely as I think fit to give it, or let it alone.

Nevertheless, I have no fancy for making myself a
martyr when it is honorably and conscientiously pos-
sible to avoid it; and I always measure out my heroism
very accurately according to the exigencies of the oc-
casion, and should be the last man in the world to throw
away a bit of it needlessly. So I have looked over the
concluding paragraph and have amended it in such a